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 1 open with family or friends, but in particular circumstances

 2 chooses to conceal or lie about his or her orientation, just to

 3 avoid having to deal with it, is that also --

 4 A. That's another example.  As I said, you know, because of

 5 Don't Ask, Don't Tell, obviously, if you're there you will have

 6 to conceal.  But only in that environment.

 7 And you might be able to, on home leave, go back and

 8 be your partner or with some friends.  Certainly, you're not

 9 going to want to march in a gay pride parade.  So there will

10 be, still, some monitoring, but it doesn't have to be absolute.

11 Q. Dr. Meyer, do you see a connection between the concealment

12 process and Proposition 8 in its denial of marriage rights?

13 A. Well, again, to the extent that we see Proposition 8 as

14 part of the stigma, as something that propagates the stigma, it

15 certainly doesn't send a message that:  It's okay.  You can be

16 who you want to be.  You know, we respect that.  We welcome you

17 as part of the community.  

18 It sends the opposite message, in my mind, and,

19 therefore, would -- I would think, add to that pressure, to

20 that social environment that encourages people, some people, to

21 conceal.

22 And, also, when I talk about those effects of

23 Proposition 8, by the way, they don't only affect gay people.

24 They also send the same message to other people who are not

25 themselves gay.
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 1 So, in that sense, it's not just damaging to gay

 2 people because they feel bad about their rejection.  It also

 3 sends a message that it is okay to reject.  Not only that it is

 4 okay, that this is very highly valued by our Constitution to

 5 reject gay people, to designate them a different class of

 6 people in terms of their intimate relationships.

 7 Q. I'd like to show you another example of testimony from our

 8 plaintiffs.  This coming from Kristin Perry testimony that was

 9 given on Monday.  Again, I'll read it.

10 "QUESTION: Do you, as you go through life

11 every day, feel that -- the other effects of

12 discrimination on the basis of your sexual

13 orientation?

14 "ANSWER: Every day.

15 "QUESTION: Tell us about that.

16 "ANSWER: I have to decide every day if I

17 want to come out everywhere I go and take the

18 chance that somebody will have a hostile

19 reaction to my sexuality, or just go there

20 and buy the microwave we went there to buy,

21 without having to go through that again.  And

22 the decision every day to come out or not

23 come out at work, at home, at PTA, at music,

24 at soccer, is exhausting.  So much of the

25 time I just choose to do as much of that as I
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