10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

STTER - DIRECT EXAMINATION /OLSON

179

did, your Honor.
(Laughter.)
THE COURT: Right answer.

BY MR. OLSON:

Q. Tell us what it means to you, as a plaintiff in this case,
if you were to be successful? How it would change your life?
A. Well, I think it would change my life dramatically. The
first time somebody said to me, "Are you married," and I said

"Yes," I would think, "Ah, that feels good. It feels good and

honest and true."

I would feel more secure. I would feel more
accepted. I would feel more pride. I would feel less
protective of my kids. I would feel less like I had to protect

my kids or worry about them or worry that they feel any shame

or sense of not belonging.

So I think there are immediate, very real and very

desirable personal gains that I would experience. And, of

course, close family.

But on a different level, you know,

are always thinking about that other generation, that next

as a parent you

generation, because you are -- they are in your house. So you
are constantly thinking about the world that yaules —_ +tho
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did, your Honor.

(Laughter.)

THE COURT: Right answer.
BY MR. OLSON:
Q. Tell us what it means to you, as a plaintiff in this case,
if you were to be successful? How it would change your life?
A. Well, I think it would change my life dramatically. The
first time somebody said to me, "Are you married," and I said
"Yes," I would think, "Ah, that feels good. It feels good and
honest and true."

I would feel more secure. I would feel more
accepted. I would feel more pride. I would feel less
protective of my kids. I would feel less like I had to protect
my kids or worry about them or worry that they feel any shame
or sense of not belonging.

So I think there are immediate, very real and very
desirable personal gains that I would experience. And, of
course, close family.

But on a different level, you know, as a parent you
are always thinking about that other generation, that next
generation, because you are -- they are in your house. So you
are constantly thinking about the world that you're -- the
society you are in, what are you doing for them? And are we
building a good world for them? And I really want that.

I want our kids to have a better life than we have
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right now. When they grow up, I want it to be better for them.
And their kids, I want their lives to be better, too.

So I really do think about that generation and the
possibility of having grandchildren some day and having them
live in a world where they grow up and whoever they fall in
love with, it's okay, because they can be honored and they can
be true to themselves and they can be accepted by society and
protected by their government. And that's what I hope can be
the outcome of this case in the long run.

And as somebody who is from one of those conservative
little pockets of the country where there isn't necessarily a
lot of difference in the types of people that are there, having
those legal protections is everything. It's important for
these kids that don't have ready access to all types of people
to at least feel like the option to be true to yourself is an
option that they can have, too.

And that's what I hope for. I hope for something for
Kris and I, but we are big, strong women. You know, we are in
a good place in our lives right now. So we would benefit from
it greatly, but other people over time, I think, would benefit
in such a more profound life-changing way.

MR. OLSON: Thank you, Ms. Stier.

Thank you, your Honor.

THE COURT: Very well. You may cross examine Mr.

Raum.




