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of the witness state of mind. Objection overruled.

THE WITNESS: I can remember specific times watching
TV. I don't recall the name of the specific After School
Special, but it was an After School Special about a child that
came out to his parents and was kicked out of his home, and
told by his parents that they didn't love him, not to come
back.

And I remember seeing a soap opera, called One Life
to Live, when I was in middle school, and there was a -- Ryan
Phillippe played a gay kid on the show. And it was a similar
situation where he found it so hard to come out in his
community and in his home. And he was ultimately kicked out of
his home by his father because his father didn't approve of
him.

BY MR. OLSON:
Q. Now, today you are in a committed relationship with

another gay man, correct?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Tell me a little bit about that man.
A. He's the love of my life. I love him probably more than I

love myself. I would do anything for him. I would put his

needs ahead of my own.

I would be with him in sickness and
richer, for poorer, death do us part, just 1lik

do anything for him. And I want nothing more
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of the witness state of mind. Objection overruled.

THE WITNESS: I can remember specific times watching
TV. I don't recall the name of the specific After School
Special, but it was an After School Special about a child that
came out to his parents and was kicked out of his home, and
told by his parents that they didn't love him, not to come
back.

And I remember seeing a soap opera, called One Life
to Live, when I was in middle school, and there was a -- Ryan
Phillippe played a gay kid on the show. And it was a similar
situation where he found it so hard to come out in his
community and in his home. And he was ultimately kicked out of
his home by his father because his father didn't approve of
him.

BY MR. OLSON:
Q. Now, today you are in a committed relationship with

another gay man, correct?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Tell me a little bit about that man.
A. He's the love of my life. I love him probably more than I

love myself. I would do anything for him. I would put his
needs ahead of my own.

I would be with him in sickness and in health, for
richer, for poorer, death do us part, just like vows. I would

do anything for him. And I want nothing more than to marry
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him.

Q. How long have you been in this relationship?

A. March will be nine years.

Q. When you said you wanted nothing more than to marry him,
why?

A. The word "marriage" has a special meaning. It's why we're

here today. If it wasn't so important, we wouldn't be here
today.

I want to be able to share the joy and the happiness
that my parents felt, my brother felt, my friends, my
co-workers, my neighbors, of having the opportunity to be
married.

It's the logical next step for us.

Q. Do you believe that if you are married, that that would
change the relationship that you have, at all?

A. Absolutely. I think -- I think one's capacity to love can
absolutely grow. I think one's capacity to be committed to
another individual can absolutely expand. And I'm confident
that that would happen with us.

Q. Do you believe that if you were able to be married, that
would affect your relationships with your family and your
community?

A. Absolutely.

Q. How so?

A. It's that I would be able to partake in family gatherings,




